











VOL. XVII NO. 21 SEPTEMBER 24, 1958 $3.00 A YEAR 

















—EDITORIAL— 


“With Troops and Tanks” “To Set at Liberty Them That Are Bruised” 





Another Thought on Faith Fellowship in Christ 
Can a Calvinist Fall or Does He Only Backslide? 


Pioneer Presbyterian Missionaries in Persia 





The Reformed Faith and Jesus Christ’s Highpriestly Ministry 
By J. G. S. S. Thomson, Ph.D. 





Relativity 
By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 





Sabbath School Lesson for October 12, 1958 


Young People’s Department 


Letters — News of the Churches 








9q uo zsuTYysey 
UOTSTATG SUOCTSSS00yH jJeTYUg 
OXY Ssaeizu0og jo ATeIqTy 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor -........-.--------+.----------------s-----eseeeosseneeennnneennssenenenes Weaverville, N. C. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor —....-......-ncc.......c-csc--c-necccnen--ccenenecenneconnnesecceeonencone Asheville, N. C. 
Rev. Wade C. Smith, Associate Editor -............--...--.-- 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, DD. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Col. Roy LeCraw Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Dr. Gordon H. Clark Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. George Scotchmer 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Dr. J. Park McCallie Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 
Rev. B. Hoyt Evans Rev. John Reed Miller, DD. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, DD. 





CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 





Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 








ED@dT ORAL 





With Troops and Tanks 


Editor’s Note: The following is a com- 
postie report made especially for the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. It speaks eloquently 
of an ignorance, ruthlessness and lack of 
sympathy which, if unchecked, can cause un- 
told harm to the cause of Christ and to the 
ultimate solution of the grave tensions for 
which we may in part be to blame, but over 
which we are deeply concerned and _ for 
which we are prayerfully seeking a solution. 


. * 7 . a 
Special: 


Southern churchmen were shocked into dis- 
belief on September 10th by a statement is- 
sued by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, “chief ad- 
ministrative officer’ of the newly united 
Presbyterian Church and Dr. Theophilus M. 
Taylor, moderator, in which they said they 
favored enforcement of integration at Central 
High School in Little Rock, “with troops 
and tanks” if necessary. 


Press reports added that these gentlemen 
said they “drew up this statement in the hope 
of influencing anyone who has anything to 
do with the Little Rock situation — includ- 
ing the Supreme Court,” which was to hear 
the case two days later. 


Southern Presbyterians were heartened the 
following day when their moderator, Mr. 
Philip Howerton, a layman of Charlotte, 
N.C., took sharp issue with these men and 
said such a procedure “can accomplish noth- 
ing but chaos.” 


At the same time other sources reported 
many Southern Presbyterians as being devout- 
ly thankful their own church had not been 
engulfed in the recent merger, where men 
with so little understanding of the problems 
involved hold such dominant posts. 
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But the issue is not one of Presbyterians 
alone. Many men in all the major denomina- 
tions in the South expressed amazement and 
concern over this advocacy of crass force. 
Frankly facing the gravity of the problem 
some openly said that a grave social crisis, 
one requiring time and great wisdom, is only 
complicated by such a procedure and they 
were at a loss to understand the attitude of 
Messrs. Blake and ‘Taylor. 


One minister observed that he “felt a grave 
mistake was made in opposing the token in- 
tegration at Central High,” but he added with 
great emphasis: “I could not disagree more 
heartily with the suggested use of force. Such 
a procedure is folly.” 

Another churchman, a layman, said: “Seg- 
regationists should use every possible means 
to stop those extremists who have resorted 
to violence to prevent integration. They, too, 
are adding fuel to a fire which can only 
be quenched by reason on both sides.” 


One Southern churchman, who has been 
active in conciliatory moves in the race ten- 
sions, remarked: “It is high time we counsel 
our Negro brethren on the basis of realism. 
While they are winning in the courts they 
are losing something of their perspective in 
the realm of human relations. In recent years 
real progress was being made on a broad base 
of mutual respect and understanding. Now 
there is being erected a hard line of antag- 
onism which no court in the land can dispel. 
Unless and until race relations are solved 
on the basis of mutual respect, something 
which must be earned, continued emphasis 
on legal rights can never culminate in ac- 
ceptance at the social level. In fact, even 
greater tensions will result.” 

Many Southern moderates felt that in ad- 
vocating the use of “troops and tanks” to 
enforce integration these Northern church- 
men were lacking in Christian understanding 
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and judgment and exhibiting a type of 
churchmanship calculated to do great harm. 


One layman observed that he would be 
happier if these gentlemen who would en- 
force integration at the point of a bayonet 
showed the same zeal for the doctrinal in- 
tegrity of the church, and went on to say: 
“If their position is held by the majority of 
the membership of the Northern church, 
church union will never take place.” 


Reactions within the bounds of the new 
United Presbyterian Church will be watched 
with considerable interest. At the meeting 
of the first General Assembly in Pittsburgh 
last Spring an action was taken advocating 
a policy of “co-existence” with Communism. 
This caused, it is reported, concern outside 
the denomination and considerable heart 
searching within. 


Now some Southern Presbyterians are open- 
ly asking whether this demand for enforce- 
ment of integration at the point of a gun 
does not indicate less sympathy with Southern 
brethren than with the comrades in Moscow? 


One prominent Christian layman reported: 
“IT have prayerfully and continuously tried 
to work towards a Christian solution in this 
problem. It seems unthinkable that fellow 
Christians in the North should be so lacking 
in understanding.” 


A rather wide sampling of opinion did 
not uncover one Christian leader below the 
Mason-Dixon line who agreed with Drs. 
Blake and Taylor. They may be there but 
at the moment they are not talking. 











“To Set at Liberty Them That 
Are Bruised” 


(bound) Luke 4:18 


We immediately think of Paul and Silas, 
bruised and bound, with their feet in the stocks, 
but their souls were neither bruised nor bound, 
for they were singing praise to God. So, there 
are many people whose bodies may be crushed, 
but whose souls are free and unharmed, for 
prison walls cannot confine our souls. 


Isaiah paints a vivid picture of the people 
of his time, full of wounds and bruises and 
putrifying sores. We live among such people 


today. Satan is a master who crushes his vic- 
tims and laughs at their misery. We see what 
he does to many lives. Sin is the crushing 
burden that bruises and never heals, so that 
spiritual gangrene sets in. Our doctors admin- 
ister soothing ointment to bruised bodies, but 
can do nothing for a soul that has been crushed 
by sin. We will have to go to the Great Phy- 
sician who never breaks the bruised reed, but 
makes it whole again. He said, Come unto 
Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
1 will give you rest. Look at Him, the pure 
and Holy One, as He deals with the woman 
who was a sinner and rebukes the proud 
Pharisee. It is no wonder that publicans and 
sinners flocked to hear Him. There is balm 
in Gilead and there is a Physician there, and 
He loves to set at liberty those who are bound 
and bruised. 


There are so many who are tortured and 
bruised by sin. Think of the poor alcoholic! 
Sin, in the form of liquor, has gotten him 
down. It is holding him bound in fetters, 
bruised in body and mind and soul. Who can 
set him at liberty? The only One, I believe, 
who can release him, is Jesus. Other things may 
help, but here is his real hope. Let us tell 
him of the Saviour who loves to set at liberty 
them that are bruised. He pours in the balm 
and restores him to his health. Here indeed 
is “Good News.” 


We pity a man whose body is bruised and 
bound with fetters. Perhaps thieves have come, 
knocked him on the head, bound and gagged 
him, and when found, he is barely alive. We 
rush him to the hospital where doctors and 
nurses give the kindest treatment. Even so, 
we can take those around us, bruised and bound 
by sin, and can lead them to the Great Phy- 
sician, for He has said, him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out: “A bruised reed 
shall He not break, neither quench the smoking 
flax.” 


—J.K.P. 





Another Thought on Faith 


Had you ever thought to what extent our lives 
are conducted on Faith? — We eat without ques- 
tion the food that is placed before us. We really 
do not know of our own knowledge that it is all 
right, we do not know where it came from, whether 
it is poisoned or not—but we eat it. What is the 
answer? Faith. We have faith in the cook based 





Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Weaverville, N. C. 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Second-Class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. Vol. XVII, No. 21, Sept. 24, 1958. Editorial and Business Offices: 


Appress CHANGE: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow three 
weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 








SEPTEMBER 24, 1958 





PAGE 3 





on our knowledge of the cook or the restaurant 
where we are eating. — The doctor hands us a pill, 
we swallow it. We have confidence in the doctor.— 
Walking in the dark we put out our foot and 
step without seeing the ground. We have faith 
that the ground is there. We do not know it.— 
After all what do we know of our own knowledge? 
Very little. We travel on faith. 


There is no man living who knows of his own 
knowledge who his mother is. He accepts as his 
mother the woman who has cared for him, sacri- 
ficed herself for him, watched over him and reared 
him. He does this because of one thing—her love. 
She must be my mother, he reasons, no one else 
loves me as she does and so he has faith in her 
as his mother, that faith being generated by her 
love — likewise the Christian reasons — God so 
loved me that He sent Christ, His Son, down to 
earth to die for me— who else would create me, 
love me, tolerate my sinful nature, forgive me and 
save me — God must be my Heavenly Father and 
through Faith based on evidence — we believe — 
Truly “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” 


R.Le.C. 





Fellowship in Christ 


Some self-styled Social Christians and some 
churches have fostered a word that is misleading 
many good people. It is fellowship. Paul says 
(1 Cor. 10:20) “I would not that ye should have 


fellowship with devils.” In whose fellowship are 
ein? 
you! 


Civic clubs promote fellowship which to the 
world means “association, society or joint interest 
of good citizens who pay their taxes and stay out 
of jails.” Fellowship without Christ is sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal. Fellowship in a high- 
class civic club is not a one-way ticket to heaven, 
fellowship will not save, it is not a substitute for 
Christianity. Civic clubs often promote worth- 
while things, even touching some ideals of Chris- 
tianity, but if you take Paul’s warning seriously, 
you will beware your fellowship does not include 
associating with the imps of Satan. 


The Bible speaks of the fellowship of saints, 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit and fellowship in 
Christ. Use of the word fellowship by itself leaves 
the door wide open for devils to rush in where 
angels fear to tread. There should be a law 
against using the bare word in churches. 


An Illustration of how this word has weakened 
our witness occurred some years ago when [ at- 
tended a meeting of a third-class civic club which 
called itself the men of the church. Except for 
the minister’s blessing before we ate and his dis- 
missal prayer (almost all civic clubs have one or 
both) I didn’t know I was in the church’s large 
and beautiful dining room, 
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Christ, Christianity and the Presbyterian Church 
were far from the thoughts of these care-free men, 
When we were released, after suffering through 
the program most of the men had already seen at 
three civic clubs downtown that week, we were 
ready to hurry home. 


The program was a movie on how to plant trees, 
how to climb the Alps or naval gunnery practice, 
I don’t remember which as I saw all three. It 
had no relation to the kind of program the men 
of the church recommend. As the meeting broke 
up, a member slapped me on the back and said, 
‘““Wasn’t the fellowship fine?” I didn’t reply but 
the thought struck me: “What fellowship? Cer. 
tainly not fellowship in Christ. They forgot to 
invite Him to the excellent meal. Yet here was 


a church group supposed to be meeting in His 
” 
name. 


Can’t we correct this evil? Let us identify 
ourselves and when we use the word, add “in 


Christ” and others will know what we are talking 
about. 


Some may argue that fellowship in a civic club 
per se is not sin. This I affirm, being an ex- 
Rotarian. However, if you are a born-again Chris- 
tian, fellowship in all your contacts including your 
civic club, church and church groups, will be “in 
Christ.” 

—Ralph Brewer 





Can a Calvinist Fall? 


or 
Does He Only Back-Slide?P 


Oh, one is familiar with the little couplet, 


“I'd rather be a Calvinist, 
and wear a smiling face; 

Than to be a Methodist, 
and always fall from grace.” 


But is the couplet kind to our gracious 
Methodist brethren? In his fine book distin- 
guishing CALVINISM AND EVANGELICAL 
ARMINIANISM, John L. Girardeau testified 
of his joyous fellowship with many Methodists 
in seasons of reviving grace, and of seeing some 
pass through the Jordan, the latchet of whose 


shoes he was not worthy to stoop down and 
unloose. 


Moreover, this doggerel is dangerous to Pres- 
byterians. “Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall.” Are we really doing 
the marvelous grace of God justice with that 
couplet. I am not rejecting the perseverance of 
the saints. I am now looking at the official 
statement of that doctrine in the Canons of 
the Synod of Dort. This document speaks of 
the converted not being able to continue in 
their own strength, of their departing from the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





leadi 
and 
and 
atro 
Dav 
in § 
the 
T 
doe 
the 
cip! 
bor 
are 
sail 
Pet 
fin 
las' 








S 
S 





leading of grace, of their being seduced by lust, 
and being violently carried away by the flesh, 
and the world, and Satan into grievous and 
atrocious sins — “which the mournful falls of 
David and Peter and of other saints recorded 


in Scripture, demonstrate.” Yes, Dort speaks of 
the mournful FALLS of saints. 


This means that the perseverance of the saints 
does not rest on anything in themselves, neither 
their new natures, nor their fundamental prin- 
ciples, nor their victorious lives, nor their re- 
born men, nor their converted states. There 
are awful falls, atrocious sins recorded of the 
saints. Falls as complete as those of David and 
Peter. That these complete falls do not become 
final falls is due to no merit of our own, no 
last lingering of childhood to revive itself. 


The fallen saint needs to be restored, to be 
forgiven His exceeding grievous and heinous 
sins. He needs to cry unto God in the words 
of the fifty-first psalm, the words of the OT 
saint who fell. He needs to cry for a new for- 
giveness and a new heart. When Jesus spoke 
of Peter’s fall, He added, “When thou art con- 
verted..." 


Our perseverance rests wholly on God perse- 
vering us. And that He preserves us rests on 
His grace, His faithfulness, the sufficiency of 
Christ’s atonement, the efficacy of His inter- 
cession, the power of the Holy Spirit to call, 
to keep, to restore, to take finally to Himself. 


We are the true circumcision, who worship 
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus 
and have no confidence in the flesh, that is, 
none in ourselves. We entrust ourselves wholly 
to the keeping power of God. 


A Calvinist may fall, fall completely, fall as 
fully as did David or as did Peter. He does not 
fall finally because of His great mercy, God 
lifts up those who are fallen, Psalm 145.14, 
even as He is nigh unto those of a broken 
heart, Psalm 34.18. Is this falling from grace? 
It depends on what you mean by grace. If by 
grace you are thinking of an infused substance 
in yourself that gives continuity — yes it is 
such a fall. Every time I lose my temper, I fall 
from a state of graciousness. If, on the other 
hand you are more properly thinking of grace 
as the merciful favor of God to sinners, His 
forgiving our sins for Christ’s sake . . . of course, 
it is not falling from grace for such a fall could 
only be final. Even if my father and my mother 
forsake, then the Lord will take me up . 
and if He in His grace were no more to take 
me up then my fall could only be final. Blessed 
be His Name, His mercies are everlasting — 
He saves from and to the uttermost to the praise 
of the glory of His grace. In God — not in 


ourselves — there is continuity — let the eyes 
ef our faith focus only on God our Saviour. 
—W.C.R. 
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Pioneer Presbyterian 
Missionaries in Persia 


The Reverend Doctor William M. E. Miller, 


Jr., a minister of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 


who is giving his life as a missionary to Persia 
under the U.S.A. Board, has found the following 
additional information about The Reverend J. 
L. Merrick and the two other Southern Presby- 
terian Missionaries who labored in Persia. Mr. 
Merrick who was a graduate of the first class 
at Columbia Theological Seminary sailed for 
Persia on August 20, 1934. He was instructed to 
go to all the chief cities of North Persia. He 
might go from Meshed to Afghanistan or Ba- 
luchistan, and return to America via India. 


Writing in the Missionary Herald, October, 
1835, p. 366, Merrick says: “The God of provi- 
dence must indeed, open the massive gates of 
bigoted superstition, which human power can- 
not unbar or move; but has he charged us to 
evangelize the world, and left the task impos- 
sible? Merchants and travelers find ready access 
to Mohammedans. How long shall the men of 
this world be wiser in their generation than the 
children of light? . . . The whole Mohammedan 
world seems dissolved. Now is the time to send 
them spiritual deliverance, before increasing 
skepticism shall freeze their souls into the ice 
of deism or atheism. Fear not, in view of the 
civil commotion which now exists, or which may 
arise hereafter. The Most High is thus turn- 
ing and over turning, till He whose right it 
is to reign, shall come.” 


In 1838, Merrick was in Tabriz, and planned 
to remain there. The Governor gave him a 
permit to open a school. He and Dr. Grant 
called on the chief men of Tabriz and were 
cordially received. Merrick gave talks on astron- 
omy and electricity. But in 1840, the Board 
in Boston decided that “it could not engage 
for the support of a school where it would be 
regarded a violation of good faith to teach 
the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
directly to the pupils.’ Probably this decision 
resulted in the closing of the Tabriz school. 


In 1840, Merrick was helping William Glen 
in the translation of the Old Testament into 
Persian, and was also translating the well-known 
Shiite history of Mohammed, “The Hyat-ul- 
Kuloob,” which was printed in Boston in 1850. 


In June 1841, he writes: “I am now engaged 
in writing a Persian tract in proof of the Chris- 
tian religion, embodying some of its doctrines, 
but in no instance going beyond this sphere 
to attack Mohammedanism.” 


He also published in Persian a translation 
of Keith’s Evidence from Prophecy. 


In 1841, he moved from Tabriz to Urumieh. 
He had composed a small treatise on Astronomy, 
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a copy of which was made by the Governor 
to be presented to the Shah. 


Merrick retired to America in 1844, because 
of his wife’s health. 


Other early missionaries to Persia from the 
South were: Reverend and Mrs. A. L. Holladay. 
He was born in Spottsylvania County, Va., in 
1805, graduated from the University of Vir- 
ginia in 1828, and from Union Seminary in 
1836. ‘They sailed for Persia January 7, 1837. 
In January 1839, Mr. Holladay writes: “We 
introduced the potato, a new vegetable, on the 
Plain of Urumia. A Moslem saw one in the 
pot, ate it, and was much pleased with it.” 
He had to go home in 1845 (?) on account 
of the failure of his wife’s health. In May 1849 
Mr. Holladay, who was in Charlottesville, Vir- 
ginia, made a contribution of $11.50 to the 
Board in Boston. 


We are very happy to have this additional 
word and invite similar contributions to the 
knowledge of our early missionaries from other 
readers. 

—W.C.R. 


St. Paul Presbyterian Church 
Jackson, Miss. 


September 10, 1958 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C 














Brethren: 


I read with some amazement the three para- 
graphs between the asterisks on Page 4, Col. 1, 
Vol. XVII No. 18 (September 3, 1958). 


If the things you decry therein are truly lament- 
able, I marvel at the ineptitude of your printing it. 


Official communications from the Sessions of 
three Churches in this Presbytery suggest that 
the gory corruption which you inveigh against 
may very well be but the drippings from the 
festering beam in our own very “Conservative” 
eye! 


Or was it not inept at all, but a pious tran- 
quilizer for a self-administration and home con- 
sumption? An opiate, perhaps, to promote and 
prolong our self-righteous delusions? 


What this sore spot in the Southern Presbyterian 
member of the Body needs, forsooth, is an old- 
fashioned mustard plaster counter-irritant. Please 
accept this sample for free. You may spread it 
on your pages if you like: it may arouse someone 
so that more evidence of the Blood flowing in his 
life can be seen! 


Our Lord Jesus Christ did not suggest the 
counter-irritant method. He preferred the more 
direct scalpel. He indicated the beginning place 
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is getting the tremendous, blinding chunk of wood 
out of our own eye. 


Until we do get it out, those whom you criticize 
find full justification in saying to us, “You go- 
called ‘Conservatives’ do the same thing at every 
opportunity : witness Central Mississippi Presby- 
tery!” 


Plenty of disinfecting and purifying love in 
and by the home team will cleanse and stop the 
dripping corruption, because love is of God. But 
the stream of pouting polemics you publish will 
flow til doomsday and never get the job done! 
It can never be made a healing stream, no matter 
how heavily the words and tones and expressions 
of love are sprinkled in. Our actions show too 
plainly that the article itself is not in the solv- 
tion — and nobody is fooled and nothing is healed 
by the emulsion. 


When it is so sorely needed, why do you not 
find the courage and strength to paddle our own 
back-sides, in full honesty, instead of turning the 
heat on someone else?” 


Yours very truly, 
A. H. Bullard 


This Journal deplores unfairness wherever it is found. 
We suggest that our readers again refer to the statement 
in the September 3rd issue. For it we have incontro- 
vertible evidence from all over our church. It is our 
prayer that such attitudes may be changed.—Editor. 





First Presbyterian Church 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 


September 8, 1958 
Sir 


I have noticed from time to time some very 
caustic criticisms of the statements you have made 
in your writings. I believe that these critics who 
feel the keen edge of the sword of the Spirit, 
and are wounded thereby, are more ready to ex- 
press their rebellion against the truth than those 
who are strengthened by the same sword. For 
instance, I am ready to give a hearty “Amen” every 
week, and I may give it here in my study, but I 
do not take the time to convey the “Amen” to you. 


You may count me as one of those “who will 
pray daily for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on ministers and church members alike.” This has 
been the prayer of our home for some time and 
we shall continue. 


Very sincerely, 
A. F. Fogartie, D.D. 





Tue CHRISTIAN FairH ACCORDING 
To THe SHorTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25¢ per copy. 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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The Reformed Faith and 
Jesus Christ’s Highpriestly Ministry 


By J. G. S. S. Thomson, Ph.D. 


Our Lord’s highpriestly ministry is such a 
large subject that we cannot possibly hope to 
deal with it fully within the space allotted. 
We must, therefore, select certain aspects of it. 
We might consider the Nature of Jesus Christ’s 
highpriesthood, or we might reflect on its re- 
lation to the priesthood of Melchizedek, or to 
that of Aaron. In so doing we would be con- 
sidering the uniqueness and the superiority of 
our Lord’s highpriestly ministry. 


I propose, however, to deal less with the 
doctrinal and more with the practical purposes 
of Christ’s priestly ministry in glory. We shall 
therefore begin by asking a very practical ques- 
tion: What is it that Jesus Christ does for us 
now as our highpriest? This can be answered 
in one sentence. In his capacity of highpriest 
our Lord is now acting as our Representative 
before God the Father. In this capacity he is 
doing two things for us. 


(I) He pleads the efficacy of his blood shed 
at Calvary. On the Day of Atonement two sig- 
nificant things happened in ancient Israel. The 
flesh of the offerings was taken outside the 
camp and burned with fire. So Jesus Christ 
suffered for us outside the gate to save and 
sanctify by his blood. Again, on the Day of 
Atonement Israel’s highpriest entered into the 
holy of holies with the blood that had been 
offered as an atonement. So our Lord entered 
the heavenly sanctuary with the blood of his 
atoning sacrifice (the sacrifice of himself) in 
order that its atoning and cleansing efficacy 
may be constantly applied to all who will trust 
in him. It is essential to remember that He- 
brews, the Epistle of priesthood, always con- 
joins Christ’s atoning death on the Cross and 
his entering the holy place in heaven itself 
with his blood. 


Reformed faith at this point steps in to 
insist on one very important truth. It pro- 
claims that Christ is not now thereby perpetu- 
ally offering himself to God for us. His sacri- 
fice was not only unique, it was complete, 
abidingly sufficient. The Lord is not now serv- 
ing the altar in glory, for the very simple reason 
that there is no altar to serve. There was no 
altar in the earthly holy of holies, and there 
is none in the heavenly sanctuary. Jesus Christ, 
therefore, is not standing before an altar in 
glory to offer the sacrifice of his blood; he is 
seated on a throne. And to that throne he 
now brings us because the propitiation made on 
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the Cross secures our access to the throne where 
we obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 


(II) But the Lord in his capacity of high- 
priest not only pleads the efficacy of his blood 
shed at Calvary. He also intercedes for us 
before the Father. That is to say, not only 
does he effect the sinner’s entrance to the 
Father’s presence, and the sinner’s acceptance 
by the Father, but he also effects the supply 
of the sinner’s every need through his high- 
priestly intercession. 


His intercessions cover the saved sinner’s every 
need. This is so because behind that mighty 
intercession are the infinite resources of his 
grace and his power. And we can count on 
him to intercede effectively for us because he 
sympathizes with us, and wills to exercise his 
mercy toward us. And what a gracious sym- 
pathy that is. Jesus Christ’s sympathy for us 
is based upon experience. He shared our nature 
in his incarnational life. He shared our ex- 
periences and our temptations. And he came 
through these experiences and temptations tri- 
umphantly. And because of his victory over 
sin he now knows how to succour us, and help 
us to live in the experience of his own triumph 
over sin. In his highpriestly intercessions there- 
fore Jesus Christ aids us by his grace, which he 
mediates to us by the Spirit of grace, the Holy 
Spirit who empowers us wth Christ’s own om- 
nipotent power. 


These then are the two main activities in 
which our Lord is now engaged on our behalf 
as he fulfills his highpriestly ministry. He pleads 
the efficacy of his atoning blood, and he ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. How, then, 
we must go on to ask, does Reformed doctrine 
apply these two great truths in Christian experi- 
ence? Let us emphasize three things in at- 
tempting to answer that question. 


(I) Reformed faith insists that the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s highpriestly ministry guarantees 
to the Christian continuance and growth in the 
grace of God. It is essential for the Christian 
to continue in the grace wherein he stands. And 
it is because Christ’s highpriestly ministry guar- 
antees us continuance and growth in the grace 
that saved us that the Epistle to the Hebrews 
urges us to press on to perfection. That is to 
say, to Christian maturity. Maturity in discern- 
ment and in faith; maturity in doctrine and 
in knowledge. We ought also to be going on 
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to maturity in our contession of Christ, the 
jeers and allurements of an antagonistic world 
notwithstanding. We ought to be maturing in 
our love for one another, and in our ability 
to stimulate each other to love and good works 
and edification. And we ought also to be ma- 
turing in our service for Christ. 

This service in which we should be going 
forward to perfection is a service that is. wor- 
ship at the throne of grace; it is a service that 
is worship in fellowship with our fellow be- 
lievers; it is a service that is a bearing of 
Jesus Christ’s own reproach; and it is a service 
that is a complete self-giving to Christ, a com- 
plete self-identification with Christ, and a losing 
of one’s self in the fellowship of his sufferings. 
That is the kind of Christian maturity or per- 
fection that is guaranteed to us in Jesus Christ’s 
highpriestly ministry in glory. 

(II) Reformed faith reminds us also that 
the Lord’s highpriesthood in glory guarantees 
for the Christian Church the priesthood of all 
believers. Because Jesus Christ is our highpriest 
we in turn become priests unto God. In his 
first Epistle Peter describes the Body of Christ 
as being both a holy priesthood and a royal 
priesthood. That is to say, just as kingship 
and priesthood were united in the Lord Jesus 
so also they are united in the Christian. And 
it is because our great highpriest is King on 
the throne we may now reign with the King 
of kings and serve him as priests. 

On the Day of Atonement when the earthly 
highpriest penetrated beyond the veil to the 
holy of holies he left the congregation of Israel 
outside. Not so our divine highpriest. The 
Lord Jesus Christ takes us in with him to the 
Father’s presence. Now again, at this point 
Reformed faith steps in to witness to two fur- 
ther important truths. (i) It witnesses to the 
truth that the Christian’s priestly rights are 
secured to and shared by every believer. The 
priesthood of all believers is what we witness 
to today. (ii) But in addition we witness to 
the truth that in virtue of the priesthood of 
all believers we do not require the aid of any 
priestly class or caste. We are priests unto God 
because we are sons of God through faith in 
Christ and through the regenerating activity of 
the Holy Spirit. But precisely because of that 
we do not need the mediation of any priestly 
mediator apart from Jesus Christ. To depend 
upon such a mediator is to introduce an apos- 
tasy into New Testament Christianity. 

Now, naturally we rejoice in that great truth, 
and we witness to it with all our hearts, and 
we glory in the marvelous privileges that it 
secures to us. The tragedy is that we forget 
it is a privilege that brings with it an equally 
great responsibility. We share the privilege 
but: shirk the responsibility. What is the re- 
sponsibility of priesthood? In one word, it is 
sacrifice. As the priest in old Israel had a sac- 
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rifice to offer in virtue of his being a priest, 
and as Jesus Christ as our great highpriest had 
his sacrifice to offer, so every Christian because 
he is a priest unto God has a sacrifice to offer 
— the sacrifice of himself, the sacrifice of his 
possessions and talents, the sacrifice of service, 
the sacrifice of worship and praise, the sacrifice 
of intercession. The Reformed doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers makes searching de. 
rmands upon us; so searching are they that it 
is alone by the aid of Christ’s heavenly grace 
which the indwelling Holy Spirit communicates 
to us that we can respond. 

(III). And finally, the highpriestly ministry 
of the Redeemer guarantees to us the immor- 
tality of believers. Of course, we must con- 
stantly look back to Christ’s saving sacrifice 
on the Cross, and we must also constantly 
look up to the throne of grace where Christ's 
present saving activity in his highpriesthood 
is now being exercised. But we must also ever 
look forward to that world of eternal reality 
where Jesus has now entered. 


When Christ penetrated the veil he freed 
us from the fear of death. And he prepared 
the way by which we one day shall follow him 
to that same new Jerusalem which is above. 
Indeed the fact of the matter is that we have 
already reached the world of spiritual reality. 
We are even now living in the world that is 
yet to come. We are even now tasting the 
powers of the world to come. As the Epistle to 
the Hebrews put it: We have already come 
to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to myriads of angels in 
festal gathering, to the assembly of the first- 
born enrolled in heaven. Living as we now 
are we have dual nationality. Whatever our 
earthly citizenship our real citizenship is in 
heaven, and it is this glorious communion of 
the saints above and on the earth that Jesus 
Christ the one and only Mediator has effected 
through his blood. Let us ever remember then 
that it is from Christ’s present highpriestly life 
in glory that the whole life of grace in the be- 
liever springs; an ideal and an actual life of 
victory and power. 

In glory he constantly pleads the efficacy 
of his blood, and intercedes for us moment by 
moment. And it is in virtue of this high- 
priestly ministry that Jesus Christ guarantees 
our continuance and growth in grace, the priest- 
hood of all believers, and the immortality of 
the believer. It is not surprising, then, that the 
Epistle of Priesthood closes with the great 
prayer: “Now the God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ; to whom be the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 
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RELATIVITY 


By L. Nelson Bell 


When Einstein propounded his theory of 
relativity, the average mind was confused and 
baffled by the formulae developed and by their 
implications. But there were physicists, and 
others, who stepped out on these hypotheses, 
proved them to be true and came up with prac- 
tical discoveries which not only opened up the 
atomic age but an era of yet other amazing 
discoveries—discoveries of things God created, 
of laws he established and most important of 
all, the interrelation and relativity to be found 
in all the universe. 


Are these not vistas of supernatural truths 
available for the Christian, truths which have 
tremendous bearing on our concept of God and 
his infinite power? And is not even the theolog- 
ical world blind to many of these revelations? 


To begin with we need to appropriate the 
implications of God in relationship to time. For 
him time, as we understand its meaning, does 
not exist. Let us illustrate: God in his infinite 
wisdom and power (something which man can- 
not comprehend) sees all of eternity at once. 
Speaking in terms we humans can understand, 
God sees all of the past, all of the present and 
all of the future at exactly the same time. Once 
grasp this and many of our intellectual prob- 
lems and difficulties cease to exist. 


In the second place, let us grasp the fact that 
the power and act, or acts, of Creation were 
in the hands of Christ, the eternal Son of God. 
We are told that “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made” (John 1:3). How this was executed 
we do not know, but Genesis 1:1 and this state- 
ment must fit together for Paul writes to the 
Ephesian Christians, “. . . which from the be- 
ginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:9). 
Writing to the Colossian Christians Paul says, 
“For by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities. or powers: all things were cre- 
ated by him and for him: and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist.” 


There is probably deep significance in the 
words “visible and invisible” and we will be 
wise to consider how very little we know about 
His creation. Wonderful are the works of God. 


The writer to the Hebrews corroborates these 
affirmations having to do with Christ as Creator 
in these words (1:1,2): “God, ... hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
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hath appointed heir of all things, by whom he 
also made the worlds”; while the aged apostle, 
John, saw in his vision the four and twenty 
elders falling down before Him “which is and 
which was and which is to come,” and saying, 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created” (Rev. 4:11). 


Once grasp the fact that Christ was pre- 
existent with the Father, that it was he who 
created the world, that it was he who came back 
to redeem the world; and that it is he who will 
come again; then we have immediately taken 
the intellectual step, also a step of faith, which 
can dissolve our human problems relative to 
time and eternity and Christ’s place in it. 


Only by faith can we grasp the fact that with 
God a day is as a thousand years and a thousand 
years as a day. In the same way we come to 
accept the paradoxes of Christianity; for in- 
stance, that a man may save his life and yet 
lose it or lose his life (by the standards of the 
world) only to find it. 


For too long men have tried to rationalize 
the supernatural and in so doing have become 
ridiculous. When time merges into the eternity 
of which it is a part; when space as we know 
it merges into the new heaven and the new 
earth, how easy it is to believe that we shall 
see “the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband,” and to believe that, 
“the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God” (Rev. 21:2,3). 


No longer do we laugh at the Buck Rogers- 
type concept of outer space. No longer do we 
look with amusement on the scientific prognos- 
tications of tomorrow. We have now seen 
enough to know that all of these things and 
many more will eventuate before our eyes. 


Why then do we attempt to rationalize or 
explain away the miraculous and supernatural 
in Christianity? Not only should we accept the 
manifestations of a supernatural God in his deal- 
ings with men, but we should cry out for for- 
giveness for ever having doubted him. 


The passage of the body of our risen Lord 
through closed doors is a phenomenon to be 
accepted without question. His miraculous acts 
were perfectly natural and easy reflections of 
his eternally majestic personality. 
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Einstein propounded theoretical formulae 
which were demonstrated to be correct and in 
some cases scientists have looked back and mar- 
veled that they themselves had not thought of 
them, because, after confirmation they seemed 
so normal and right. 


How much more should the Christian, by 
faith, grasp the eternal and unchanging verities 
which are given by divine revelation! The tragic 
fact is that some day, as we look back from 
the vantage point of eternity, many of us will 
realize what fools we have been. Accepting that 
which man can accomplish, and glorying in his 
achievements, many who now ignore the eternal 
Son of God will gnash their teeth that His 
truth was placed in their hands—ANpD THEY 
REJECTED IT. 


Liberal theology, so aware of and subservient 
to modern scientific achievement, will have 
much to answer for wherever and however it 
has rejected the supernatural and the miraculous 
in the Christian faith. The apostle Peter, speak- 
ing of his experience on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, and blending it with the glories of 
the future says: “For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his maj- 
esty ... We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts” (II Pet. 1:16,19). 


Einstein jolted science and led it into new 
fields of discovery. We will be more than wise 
if we take the Holy Bible and study it to see 
what God has to say about the relativity of man 
to his God. We all need a jolt—a realization of 
the bewildering and awe-inspiring fact that the 
God with whom we have to do is omnipotent, 
omniscient and omnipresent. 


The three disciples on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration were bewildered and frightened by 
that which they saw and heard—supernatural 
manifestations of men long since dead, and they 
were moved to accord to them some form of 
equality with the transfigured Christ. 

At that instant there came a voice from heaven 


saying: ““This is my beloved Son . . . hear ye 
Him.” 


Nineteen centuries ago the apostle Peter, a 
rough, unlearned fisherman with a gloriously 
transforming experience with the living Christ, 
wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: 
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. See- 
ing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
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holy conversation and godliness, looking for and 
hasting unto the coming day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nev- 
ertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (II Peter 3:10-12). 


Einstein advanced a revolutionary hypothesis 
which science tested and acted upon with amaz- 
ing results. Has not God opened up to us vistas 
of the lost dimension of man and God and 
eternity? Omitting the spiritual implications of 
Peter’s prophecy, it could well have been made 
in Los Alamos, or Oak Ridge—certainly the 
people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki experienced 
its devastating reality on a limited scale. 


In all of the bewildering achievements of 
science and the discoveries of laws and factors 
hitherto unsuspected, we must keep our per- 
spectives straight. Some day we will see with 
our eyes, hear with our ears and experience in 
reality things but dimly revealed at the present 
time. Our constant attitude should be: WITH 
GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE, and— 
we have many glimpses of this at hand in Holy 
Writ. Einstein was a scientific genius. The 
humblest Christian can become a Spirit-directed 
power if he will but accept the wisdom which 
cometh down from above. 

(From Christianity Today) 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 12 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Promise Fulfilled 


Background Scripture: Luke 2:1-40. 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 1:1-9. 


I wish to spend considerable time on our Devotional Reading. It forms a splendid background 
for our lesson from Luke and is one of the clearest and most comprehensive statements and proofs 
in the Bible of the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. There are two striking contrasts in the verses: 
(1) Between the Son and all other prophets and (2) between the Son and angels. He is far better 
than all Old Testament prophets and far better than the angels. 


God at sundry times and divers manners spake 
to the fathers by the prophets. They were great 
men. They were inspired men. Take men like 
Isaiah and Jeremiah and Daniel and we are 
bound to honor them for their devoted lives 
and their great messages. But they are only men; 
men of like passions with us, like Elijah. They 
were men of power and their messages live 
today and can be applied to our age and our 
needs. But when we come to Jesus Christ, the 
greatest of all Prophets, we find that He is not 
a mere man but the Son and Heir by Whom 
He made the worlds. 


When Jesus asked the disciples, Whom do 
men say that I, the Son of Man am, they replied 
that some thought He was Isaiah or Jeremiah 
or one of the old prophets risen from the dead. 
Jesus could not be satisfied with such an answer, 
so He asked, Whom do ye say that I am, and 
Peter, speaking for all, said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. He must 
be separated from all other prophets. He is 
the Divine Prophet. He speaks as the Son equal 
with the Father in all respects. 


Now, when we come to the angels we come 
to those who are different from men. Is Jesus 
one of the angels? Several prominent angels 
are mentioned by name. Is He just another 
created being, another angel? The writer of 
Hebrews discusses this question and shows that 
Christ is far better. He is not created, but be- 
gotten of the Father. The angels worship Him. 
His throne is the throne of God. He is far 
superior to these angels, however glorious they 
are. Angels are ministering spirits sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation. No angel 
sits at the right hand of God: this place is 
reserved for the Son of God. 


We who are Trinitarians believe that we have 
One God Who exists in three Persons, Father, 
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Son, and Holy Ghost. The proofs of this are 
found in many places in the Scriptures. This 
is one of those places. Let us notice some of 
the expressions used: (1) “the brightness of 
His glory.” In John 17 Jesus speaks of “the 
glory which I had with thee before the world 
was.” The glory of Father and Son is a shared 
glory. (2) “The express image of His person” 
(or substance). (3) “upholding all things by 
the word of his power when he had by him- 
self purged our sins sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high” (4) He had 
already told us that the Son was active in 
“creation”; “by whom also he made the worlds”. 


Our Confession of Faith sums it up by say- 
ing: “In the unity of the Godhead there be 
three persons of one substance, power, and 
glory: God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is 
eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost 
eternally proceeding from the Father and the 
Son.” There is a mystery here which finite 
minds cannot fully comprehend, but it is a 
mystery which is so clearly taught in Scripture 
that we by faith believe it even though we 
cannot understand it. There are many mys- 
teries in Nature and in our own bodies, minds 
and souls. These things are not contrary to 
reason, but above and beyond finite under- 
standing. 


Before we turn to our lesson I wish to give 
what our Shorter Catechism says in answer 
to Question 22. How did Christ, the Son of 
God, become man? Christ, the Son of God, 
became man, by taking to himself a true body 
and a reasonable soul, being conceived by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without 
sin. With this background may we turn now 
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to the beautiful account of His birth recorded 
in Luke 2:1-40, the story we delight to read 
over and over again. 


I. His Birth in Bethlehem: Luke 2:1-7. 


God loves to choose the little things to 
confound the mighty. He chose the little town 
of Bethlehem for the birthplace of the Son of 


God; not the capital Jerusalem, but a small 
village. 


O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 


Think how the little town, the manger in 
which the Babe was placed and all the other 
simple things have been exalted to the skies 
and have found a place in the hearts and imag- 
ination of men! We are so used to the story 
that we may fail to grasp its simple beauty. 
This scene has touched the souls of poets and 
artists and painters and they have made it 
the subject of all their skill. What would have 
been missed if Jesus had been born in some 
other place under different circumstances. 


The decree went forth that all the world 
should be enrolled. The mighty Roman Gov- 
ernment was being used of God to carry out 
His plan. It was this enrollment that caused 
Joseph and Mary to go up from Galilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem (be- 
cause he was of the house and lineage of 
David). God moves nations to execute His 
plans. The Roman government was not think- 
ing of God nor of the Coming Saviour, yet it 
was an instrument in the hands of the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe. Nations today make 
their decrees and their plans without thinking 
of God and He carries out His plans and pur- 
poses through them. 


“Because there was no room for them in 
the inn.” He came unto His own and His 
own received Him not. The world has a way 
of crowding out the most important things. 
Our world today is letting the better and most 
vital matters be crowded out. We are spending 
millions of dollars trying to develop all sorts 
of weapons of warfare and are allowing our 
children to grow up in ignorance of God. No 
room for the Babe of Bethlehem in much of 
our world. Have we made room in our hearts 
and in our homes for the Son of God? 


Il. The Announcement to the Shepherds: 2:8-20. 


The Messiah has come. Who will be the first 
to hear the Good News? The world would 
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have expected Him to be proclaimed in some 
city like Rome, or at least in the city of 
Zion, Jerusalem. It would seem natural that 
the religious leaders of the Jews would have 
been gathered together and the news proclaimed 
amid the blowing of trumpets. But, no: here 
again God surprises us by announcing it to 
the lowly shepherds. 


This was very fitting. He was coming as 
the Good Shepherd and True Shepherd, 
and the shepherds on the hills around 
Bethlehem were the first to hear it. “And 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” Here is the best news 
that ever came to a sin-cursed world, news of 
a Saviour. It is for all people. It brings joy 
to angels and to men. Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. This is the most glorious “Special De- 
livery” message ever heard. 


The shepherds reacted wisely; they went to see 
the new born Babe. Then they told abroad 
all they had seen and heard. It was a wonder- 
ful experience for these men. But Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. The picture we get of the Virgin Mary 
— the handmaid of the Lord — is a lovely 
one. It is a pity it has been spoiled by unduly 
exalting her to a place which is never claimed 
for her in the Scriptures. She is the most hon- 
ored of women, but we see her only as a pure 
simple Jewish maiden, not as someone to wor- 
ship. It is such a pity that this lovely picture 
has been so changed and spoiled. 


Ill. Circumcision and Presentation of Jews: 
2:21-24. 

Jesus was “made under the law” and accord- 
ing to Jewish law He was circumcised the eighth 
day and presented to the Lord when the days 
of purification were over. We have preserved 
much of this in “infant Baptism.” The parents 
present their children to the Lord and claim 
for them the covenant promises which we be- 
lieve belong to Christians. It was my privilege 
while sick in bed to baptize one of the chil- 
dren of our congregation. Where the parents 
enter into this covenant in simple faith it is 
one of the most sacred and meaningful experi- 
ences for all Christian parents. What a sacred 
obligation is ours! As we gaze into the face 
of a babe in arms we can take God into partner- 
ship in training the child for Him. 


1V. Simeon and Anna: 2:25-40. 


God always has some devoted worshippers. 
In these verses we are told of two of them. 
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One is Simeon. He was waiting for the con- 
solation of Israel and was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. It had been revealed to him that he 
should not see death until he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. So, today, some of us are hoping 
and praying that we may see Him return the 
second time in glory. Notice how the Holy 
Spirit inspires these men and women, as they 
speak of Jesus. Simeon bursts forth in adora- 
tion and thanksgiving: “Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word: for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou has prepared before the face of 
all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel.” In this whole 
account the world-wide nature of the Gospel 
is stressed. Luke is careful to show us this. 
Our gospel is not simply for the Jew but for 


all people, for Gentile as well as Jew. Paul 
grasped this glorious fact more fully than any 
of the other apostles as we see when we come 
to the book of Acts. Peter was slow to accept 
it. He “opened the door” to the Gentiles when 
he went down to Caesarea and preached to 
Cornelius, the Roman Centurion, but it was 
Paul who became the “Apostle to the Gentiles.” 
Luke wrote his Gospel under the influence of 
Paul and here in our lesson we see that even 
at His birth the World-wide Mission of Christ 
is stressed. 


The second one of these devout persons is 
Anna who adds her voice of thanksgiving to 
that of Simeon. Altogether we have a beauti- 
ful scene as the shepherds, and Simeon and 
Anna praise God for the birth of our Lord! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 12 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


How You Have Extended TheChurch 


Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Sing The Almighty Power of God” 
“Take The Name Of Jesus With You” 
“Go, Labor On” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(We are suggesting that for this program you 
secure or draw a map of the sixteen states 
included in our General Assembly. Such a map 
can be obtained from the Board of Church 
Extension in Atlanta. It may be that your 
church or minister already has a copy, so inquire 
before you send for one. Cut seven “Ys” from 
colored construction paper. As each speaker 
mentions one of the Church Extension projects 
to which the young people have contributed, 
let him pin or paste a “Y” at the appropriate 
place on the map to show that young people 
have extended the church in that place.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In this program “Y” stands for youth and 
for you. We are going to see what you as Pres- 
byterian young people have been doing through 
the years to help extend the church. Our gifts 
and the gifts of young people who have gone 
before us are working in many places to make 
the Body of Christ grow both in numbers and 
in strength. As we look at the map before us, 
let us take an imaginary trip over the General 
Assembly to see how Presbyterian Youth Funds 
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are at work to extend the church. Our speakers 
will describe the Church Extension projects 
which we have had as financial objectives dur- 
ing the past fifteen years. 


First Speaker: 

Presbyterians have been ministering among 
the Indians of southeastern Oklahoma since 
1840. Today a part of that ministry is con- 
ducted through the Oklahoma Presbyterian Col- 
lege at Durant, Oklahoma. This institution 
provides a home for Indian students and courses 
of study in Bible, religious education, and 
music to supplement academic work which is 
taken at Southeastern State College in Durant. 
Both foreign and home missionaries have been 
recently graduated from this fine school. In 
1952 and 1953 the young people of the Church 
contributed toward the expansion of the pro- 
gram at Oklahoma Presbyterian College, so you 
are at work in Oklahoma. (Paste a “Y” over 
Oklahoma.) 


Second Speaker: 

For more than seventy-five years Presbyterians 
have maintained a Christian witness to people 
of Chinese extraction living in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. In recent years the work has devel- 
oped encouragingly, and at present there is a 
full-time pastor and director, the Rev. Dayton 
Castleman, serving in a beautiful new church 
building. The church not only ministers to 
Chinese residents of New Orleans, but to 
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Chinese sailors when they are in port and to 
Chinese students in the colleges and universities 
of Louisiana. In 1947 and 1948 the gifts of 
Presbyterian young people helped to furnish 
and equip the new building, and now in 1958 
we are helping to secure a Chinese worker to 
assist Mr. Castleman. You are at work in New 
Orleans. (Paste a “Y” over Louisiana.) 


Third Speaker: 


There are more than ten million Negroes 
living within our General Assembly, and less 
than half of them are professing Christians. 
Here is one of our greatest home mission oppor- 
tunities. Our church has in Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama, its only college for Negro young people. 
Through Stillman College we are helping to 
provide Negro leadership for the South. From 
1943-44 through 1945-46 Presbyterian young peo- 
ple channeled their gifts into this institution. 
In 1950-51 and in 1951-52 we contributed to 
the Scrivner Fund which had been established 
to help with the education of Negro Presby- 
terian ministers. Again in 1953 and 1954 we 
were mindful of the needs of Negro Work as 
we contributed toward the equipping of Negro 
Nurseries so that working parents in Negro 
communities could leave their children in a 
wholesome, Christian environment during work- 
ing hours. You are at work to extend the church 
among the Negroes. (Paste a “Y” over Alabama 


to _represent youth contributions to Negro 
work.) 


Fourth Speaker: 


Ybor City, Florida, is a city within a city. 
It is a community of approximately 60,000 Latin 
American people who work largely in the cigar 
factories of Tampa, Florida. Our church has 
been at work in this setting for fifty-four years. 
Most of the people are at least nominal Roman 
Catholics, so progress for many years was very 
slow. There is now a flourishing Presbyterian 
church in Ybor City under the able leadership 
of the Rev. Walter Passiglia. The church has 
a full program of worship, instruction and ac- 
tivities. From 1948 through 1950 our young 
people contributed to this work. Again in 1957 
we responded to a request for money to equip 
a recreation center at the West Tampa Mission, 
which is an outpost of the Ybor City Church. 
You are extending the church in Ybor City. 
(Place a “Y” over Florida.) 


Fifth Speaker: 


We are realizing more and more how impor- 
tant it is to use the new media of communica- 
tion for the proclamation of the Gospel. Just 
this year our church’s work with radio and 
television was placed under a separate commit- 
tee, responsible directly to the General Assem- 
bly. Formerly the radio and television min- 
istry was a division of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. In 1955 and 1956 we young people 
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gave money to build a mobile TV-radio studio 
in order that the Board of Church Extension 
might go into different communities and pro. 
duce a greater variety of religious programs, 
You may never have thought that you would be 
on radio or TV, but your money is there rep. 
resenting you in the name of Christ. (Place 
a “Y” over Atlanta, Georgia, the home of the 
Protestant Radio-TV Center, through which our 
church works.) 


Sixth Speaker: 

A half million people live in the mountains 
of eastern Kentucky, and of those who are over 
twelve years of age, not more than one out of 
ten is a church member. Our church is hard 
at work in this area establishing and maintain- 
ing churches and Sunday schools. We are also 
working through Stuart Robinson School and 
Highland Institute, which have enabled many 
young people to receive a Christian education. 
In 1950-52 the young people of our church gave 
money for vocational departments in_ these 
schools so that the students might receive more 
practical training to fit them for the jobs that 
would be available to them. You are at work 
in the mountains of Kentucky. (Place a “Y” 
over eastern Kentucky.) 


Seventh Speaker: 

It has been found that one of the best ways 
to extend the church is to organize Sunday 
schools in churchless communities. The Sunday 
school very often develops into a_ thriving 
church. In many cases the organizing of a new 
Sunday school involves a financial struggle. The 
students who are most likely to come at first 
are the least likely to have much money. Then 
too, there are many expenses involved in such 
a venture: buildings, equipment, utilities, etc. 
Our church has made a practice of giving a 
three months supply of literature to new Sun- 
day schools. In 1956 and 1957 the young people 
gave to the fund which makes possible this gift 
of literature to new Sunday schools. You are 
at work extending the church in new Sunday 
schools everywhere. (Place a “Y” in some vacant 
area on the map to indicate this work.) 


Close the meeting with prayer, asking the Lord 
to bless all these endeavors. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fifth Printing, 32nd thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, consider the “King of Beasts.” No 
wonder the lion is called that. He is majestic 
in his bearing, in his power and in his terrific 
roar. Even in captivity he inspires me with 
awe, and as I stand in the Zoo and look at 
him, securely caged, I shudder to think what 
might happen if those steel bars should sud- 
denly be removed. That powerful beast could 
rend me limb from limb with all the ease 
with which I would pick a chicken wing to 
pieces. Whether restively pacing back and forth 
in his confinement, or sitting quietly as though 
resigned to it, he is always impressive. Even 
in repose he is imperious. He does not deign 
to notice me as I stand very near and speak 
or otherwise try to attract his attention. The 
way he ignores me with silent contempt makes 
it appear that he has a consciousness of superi- 
ority. He yawns in a bored sort of way and 
shows the red inside of his cavernous mouth. 


Now Daniel knew all about the king’s decree, 
and he knew all about the lions den, and Daniel 
knew that a clever trick had been devised by 
his enemies to entrap and destroy him. Daniel's 
life, by all human logic, was in peril. But Daniel 
saw beyond all this a greater peril. There were 
lions more terrible to Daniel than those brought 
from the Nubian jungles. They were Disloyalty 
to God, Distrust of God, and Failure of Pur- 
pose. Daniel would infinitely rather be clawed 
and chewed by the king’s lions than be snared 
by those which he considered far worse. “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Prov. 9:10). And the Lord Jesus said, “I say 
unto you, my friends, Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more 


that they can do. But I will forewarn you what 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath 
killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say 
unto you, Fear him” (Luke 12:4,5). So then 
if you would know the secret of Daniel’s rare 
courage, it was this: 


Daniel saw beyond the lions! 


Now, Teenagers, the whole matter of Daniel 
and of all other trusting and achieving servants 
of God was in the choice of lions. Lions must 
come. Every fellow must deal with lions if 
he would amount to anything; but he must 
be wise in choosing those he dares and those 
he fears. Out in the evening with a jolly bunch 
of fellows, a flask is passed around, and all the 
fellows are taking a taste. You don’t want 
them to think you are a prude or a sissy and 
laugh at you; that’s hard to bear. It’s a lion; 
but dare it. For out beyond there is another 
lion far more fearful; it is the taste for liquor 
which can destroy you. 


Again, you are asked to lead in prayer in 
the young people’s meeting. You have never 
done that. You are afraid you will stammer and 
fumble. The fellows and the girls will smile. 
It’s a lion. Dare it. For out beyond there’s a 
worse lion to be feared; it is the lion of Disap- 
pointment to your Lord. And so you may run 
down the list of these lions that are to be dared 
—and overcome—always with the Spirit guided 
eye that enables you to see the lion beyond, to 
be feared. 


One more thought, Teenagers; is it not sig- 
nificant that “He who hath chosen you to be 
a soldier” is Himself called “the Lion of 
Judah”? (See Gen. 49:9, Num. 24:9; Rev. 5:5) 
He has overcome the world (John 16:33). He 
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will enable you to overcome. 


he Ch 








BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


Nashville — (PN) — The Board of World Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., in its 
September meeting here underlined the urgent 
need for more missionaries by calling for approxi- 
mately 200 volunteers for service in nine foreign 
fields. The need was further emphasized when 
the Board regretfully accepted the resignations or 
retirements of nine missionaries. 


Call for the new missionaries came when the 
Board approved the annual “asking list’? of the 
mission fields. The lists, prepared by the mis- 
sionaries at work in each field, give in detail the 
types of missionaries needed most urgently, and 
cover a wide variety of types of service. The 
lists as approved include, in addition to evange- 
listie personnel, dentists, doctors, nurses, college 
professors, hospital business managers, public 
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health specialists, lab technicians, pre-medical stu- 
dents, English teachers, school administrators, 
short-term teachers of missionaries’ children, Girls’ 
home supervisors, evangelists to work among 
Chinese in Japan, and even a Latin American to 
serve as teacher in a Japanese church school. 


Resignations from the missionary force included 
two young women from the Belgian Congo whose 
marriages are approaching. The Board expressed 
warm thanks to Misses Shirley Ann McRae and 
Lee Ann Scott for the work they have done and 
wished them well in their marriages. Other resig- 
nations from the Congo include those of Dr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Dunn. The Board expressed dee 
regret over these and other resignations, includ- 
ing two couples whose health problems have made 
it necessary to drop missionary work at this time. 
These are Dr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Cumming of 
Korea and the Rev. and Mrs. Jimmy R. Hollands- 
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worth of Mexico. In addition, the retirement of 
Miss Lena Fontaine froni the Korean Mission was 
accepted with warm expression of appreciation 
for her long years of service. 


Two missionaries were appointed at this session 
of the Board, both of them subject to final 
medical approval. Both were appointed to Korea, 
and both had served a short-term three-year as- 
signment and then applied for life service. These 
are Miss Miriam Dunson who has just completed 
three years as a business-educational missionary, 
serving as secretary to the president of Taejon 
Christian College, and teaching physical education 
to the girls in the college. She will return to 
this assignment. The other is Dr. Frank Keller, 
pediatrician who is completing a three-year assign- 
ment at Chunju Medical Center, and asks to be 
reassigned to that work. Miss Dunson is from 
Commerce, Ga., and Dr. Keller from Mobile, Ala., 
where he has just been made an elder in Govern- 
ment Street Church. 


In another action, the Board approved plans 
of its special committee on Shikoku Christian Col- 
lege for visiting that school in June of 1959. The 
committee, consisting of Dr. Jas. A. Jones of 
Union Seminary, Richmond; Dr. John D. Moseley 
of Austin Coliege, Sherman, Texas; and Dr. Rene 
Williamson of LSU, Baton Rouge, La., will study 
the problems and opportunities of the college and 
recommend to the Board what should be done with 
the institution. At the same time, on the request 
of the special committee, the Board asked Dr. Hugh 
Bradley, Field Secretary of the Board, to accom- 
pany the committee as consultant. 


The Board also heard a report from the Rev. 
Arch Taylor, president of Shikoku, that encour- 
aging progress is being made toward achieving 
accreditation with the Japanese Government. Finan- 
cial and policy pledges backing the institution 
through March of 1961 were asked of the Board 
by the Japanese Government as a basis for ac- 
= and these pledges were voted by the 

oard. 


Another action concerning educational institu- 
tions in Japan was taken when the Board approved 
appropriations for operating expenses and capital 
investments totaling $21,053 for 1959 at Japanese 
International Christian University. 


The Board was asked by its Executive Secretary, 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, to consider as an urgent 
problem the steady decline during the past thirty 
years, of the support given by the’ Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., to its mission work. Citing figures 
covering the period, Dr. Fulton showed that even 
the record contributions of 1958 ($3,471,759) 
barely kept pace with the declining value of the 
dollar, so that the Church today is spending no 
more for missions than it was 30 years ago 
($1,663,068), even though its membership is near- 
ly doubled. Contributions to World Missions have 
risen, according to dollars given, by 109% during 
the thirty years, but total contributions have 
climbed 394% during the same period, and total 
benevolences have increased 262%. The steady de- 
cline in the Church’s concern for missions was evi- 
denced by the statistics presented. 


The Board requested that the special presenta- 
tion on financial matters be printed for distribu- 
tion throughout the Church. 


On the more cheerful side, the Board noted with 
pleasure that the 1958 Easter Offering for Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid already totals 
far more than any in the past, with contributions 
still being received. The total has reached $119,- 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Fusshyterten 
College of Synod of N. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET. 
OUR YOUTH. 
Fall Session Begins 
September 6, 1958 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Caroling 





Permanent 
Spare Time Job 


Man wanted for your community for pleasant work 
that will increase in earnings year after year. Your | 
time the only investment. Earnings equal or better than 
your present job for the time spent in this work. The | 
requirements—to be a respectful citizen, church member, 
a friendly disposition, capable of meeting people, a | 
permanent address, car and someone at home to answer 
the telephone. | 
men, postal clerks, firemen, college students, retired | 
ministers, etc. | 
| 
| 


Many use the money for special projects—to buy a home, 
educate children, ete. 


Write for further information giving facts about your- 
self, present work, former work and the amount of time 
you can devote to this work. 


G. S. Smith 
309 Davidson Road 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| We have men in management positions, part time sales- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Nashville (9), Tennessee 


359, compared wtih a final total of $104,046 in 
1957, and $113,704 in 1954, the previous record. 


Three special presentations were made to the 
Board during its session. Dr. W. C. McLauchlin 
of the Japanese Mission, reported on McLauchlin’s 
work among Chinese in Kobe and Osaka, Japan. 
He stressed the pressures which Communists in 
China are bringing to bear on Chinese in Japan, 
as a means toward seizing Japan itself. 


“Japan is not just a mission field. It is the 
mission field,’ Dr. McLauchlin declared, because 
if rapid strides are not made in evangelizing that 
land now, the opportunity will be lost. The vital 
importance of seizing the opportunity of the pres- 
ent is also underlined by the dangers to America 
should the natural economic and geographical pres- 
sures on Japan result in Communistic success there. 


Dr. D. J. Cumming, Educational Secretary, re- 
ported on his recent visit to Mexico, and the Rev. 
Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church aid, reported on his recent con- 
sultations in Europe with world authorities co- 
operating in his field. 


Appropriations for alleviating suffering in needy 
overseas areas were voted by the Board, including 
an additional $5,000 to be sent to Church World 
Service for use in the North Brazil famine area. 
Earlier the Board’s Department of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid had sent, with Board ap- 
proval, $5,000 through CWS, and $2,000 directly 
to our missionaries in North Brazil to aid those in 
need. Another $2,500 was voted as the Board’s 
contribution to relief in Lebanon. 


It was reported to the Board that the United 
Ciothing Drive has been given strong support by 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., so that contribu- 
tions of clothing from our denomination since the 
drive began total 112,000 pounds, third among all 
denominations in America, and contributions for 
defraying the a of processing the clothing 
have placed the Church second among the denomi- 
nations. 
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A series of actions concerning individuals in- 
cluded: 


Approval of a request by the Board of Women’s 
Work that Miss Irene Wanderly of Brazil be in- 
vited, at the joint expense of the two Boards, to 
come to the United States next spring to tour the 
Church, presenting the Birthday Offering needs. 
The offering will go to build a new lay workers 
training school. 


Approval of a request by the Japanese Mission 
for inviting Dr. James I. McCord of Austin Semi- 
nary, Austin, Texas, to visit the Mission Meeting 
in 1960 or 1961. 


Approval of the nomination of Dr. Sherwood 
Reisner of the Pan-Presbyterian School, Kerrville, 
Texas, and Dr. T. Watson Street of Austin Semi- 
nary, Austin, as fraternal representatives for the 
Board to the Second Latin-American Presbyterian 
Conference. This conference is meeting in Mexico 
City September 21-28. Dr. C. Darby Fulton is 
the Board’s officially designated voting delegate. 


Approval of a request that Mrs. Ethel Wharton, 
of the Board Staff, be asked to visit Mexico to 
work with Miss Alice McClelland in the final prep- 
aration of a history of the Mexico Mission. 


Approval of an exception to provisions of the 
Manual of the Board, so that Mrs. Margaret Hop- 
per Taylor of the Japan Mission may be allowed to 
retain money paid her for an article on missionary 
experiences, published in the Saturday Evening 
Post. 





Board of Church Extension 
Report of August — 1958 


Budget for 1958 1,965,965.00 
Receipts to Date 532,948.30 
Percentage of Annual Budget 27.11% 


Balance Needed for Year 1,433,016.70 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — George E. Stratman, Manager of the 
Presbyterian Book Store in Dallas, Texas, during 
the past three years, has accepted appointment 
to the position of the Assistant to the Stated 
Clerk and Treasurer in the Office of the General 
Assembly, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. He will assume his new duties here early 
next year. 


This announcement was made today by Dr. 
E. C. Scott, the Stated Clerk and Treasurer, who 
will retire next July. In the appointment Dr. 
Scott has the concurrence of Dr. James A. Mil- 
lard, Jr., Professor of Homiletics in the Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary at Austin, Texas, who 
was elected by the General Assembly last April 
to succeed Dr. Scott. 


Mr. Stratman succeeds Dr. Archie Smith as 
Assistant to the Stated Clerk. Dr. Smith has 
accepted the office of Executive Secretary and 
Stated Clerk of Southwest Georgia Presbytery, with 
headquarters in Albany. 


A native of Chicago, Ill., who married an Ar- 
kansan and settled in the South, Mr. Stratman 
has had 28 years of experience in the business 
world. During the decade before he accepted his 
present position in Dallas he was part owner of 
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variety stores in Prescott and Arkadelphia, Ark. 
He was a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Arkadelphia Chamber of Commerce and Presi- 
dent of the Retail Merchants’ Association there. 
In the Dallas book store he has intalled new ac- 
counting and personnel systems and has improved 
both sales and services. 


First ordained a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 
Church at Waukon, Iowa, he has also served in 
the Sessions of Presbyterian churches in Prescott, 
Arkadelphia, and Dallas. A Sunday School teacher 
and superintendent, he was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension of Ouachita Presby- 
tery in Arkansas and a commissioner from that 
Presbytery to the General Assembly in 1953. 


Mr. Stratman will be the first layman to hold 
the position of Assistant to the Stated Clerk and 
Treasurer. Having given up voluntarily a suc- 
cessful career in business for himself three years 
ago to enter upon full-time Christian service, 
he has expressed satisfaction that in his new 
position he will, in effect, free a minister to do 
other work in the church for which ministers are 
especially trained. 


His wife and son, the latter of high-school age, 
are also active leaders in church and Sunday School 
activities. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Orange Presbytery held its Fall Adjourned 
Meeting in the First Presbyterian Church of Ashe- 
boro on September 11th. Rev. Kay M. Misen- 
heimer was Moderator. Rev. H. Earl Woodall was 
received from Appomatox Presbytery and a Com- 
mission was appointed to install him pastor of 
the Bethel Presbyterian Church on September 21st. 
Rev. James W. Anderson was received from Red 
River Presbytery and a Stated supplyship was 
approved to the Pittsboro Church. Rev. Douglas 
W. Hix was dismissed to Abingdon Presbytery, 
where he is a member of the faculty of King College. 
The pastoral relationships between Rev. Kay M. 
Misenheimer and the Mt. Vernon Springs - Siler 
City Presbyterian Churches were dissolved and a 
Commission was appointed to install him pastor 
of the Park Avenue Church. 


Rev. Joseph W. Flora presented a twenty-page 
report of a Special Committee to study the pro- 
gram of Christian Education within the Presbytery. 
The report called for a more Bible centered pro- 
gram, a coordination of the work of the Board 
of Directors (formerly Trustees) of Camp New 
Hope and the Committee on Christian Education, 
and the calling of an Executive Director of Chris- 
tian Education. The report was adopted with an 
expressed appreciation to the Committee. 


Mrs. P. Hunter Dalton made the report for the 
Trustees of Glade Valley School. Rev. Allen Mc- 
Sween for the Commission on the Minister and 
His Work reported on the dismissal of Rev. Cecil 
Callis to Piedmont Presbytery. He was formerly 
the beloved pastor of the Bethesda and Yancey- 
ville Churches. The call of the Session of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro to Rev. 
William M. Plonk to become Minister to Youth 
was approved. 


Mr. Chas. S. Wilkins and Rev. John Parks pre- 
sented the report of the Council of Orange, which 
was adopted including a tentative budget for 
Benevolences for 1959 of $538,760.00. The Pres- 
byterian Home of High Point was granted per- 
mission to conduct a campaign for capital funds 
for the proposed new building. 
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Dr. Chester Alexander presented Rev. Vance 
Barron and Dr. Jos. M. Garrison, who spoke of 
the new Campus Christian work facilities at the 
University and Woman’s College. The Christian 
Education committee reported through its chair- 
man, Rev. John Whitley. 


Rev. Wm. M. Currie’s report on Church Ex- 
tension asked “That our ministers and sessions 
prayerfully consider recommending the ‘One Day’s 
Pay’ plan for the observance of the week of 
Prayer and Self Denial for Church Extension Oc- 
tober 12-19.”’ This was approved. His report spoke 
of the need for a number of new churches within 
the Presbytery. 


Presbytery approved the proposed addition to 
the Book of Church Order on the Federated or 
Community Church. Rev. Jeff Kasterson is Chair- 
man of a special study committee. The other As- 
sembly references will be considered at the Janu- 
ary meeting. 


The trustees were authorized to purchase sixty- 


ee additional acres of land adjoining Camp New 
ope. 


Mr. Chas. S. Wilkins is Moderator- nominee for 
the next session, to be held in the Buffalo 


— Church of Greensboro on January 15, 
1959. 


Rev. Louie Andrews, Jr., was Permanent Clerk 


and was assisted by Revs. Lee Adkins and John A. 
Womeldorf. 


R. H. Stone, Stated Clerk. 





Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Reformed Doctrine 

of Predestination == $4.50 
By Loraine Boettner 

Crucial Questions About 

The Kingdom of God C3. 
By George E. Ladd 

John Calvin: Expository Preacher __ $2.50 
By Leroy Nixon 

The Faith of Christendom 
By Vander Meulen 


What Presbyterians Believe =» $2.00 
By Gordon H. Clark 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
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For parents and teachers 
of small children... 





by Harriet VAN METER | 


Small children will delight in every page | 
of this appealing book. With its photo- | 
graphs of happy youngsters, its rhymed | 
captions, and its simple song, it has every 
ingredient to capture the imagination of 
the very young. The book is designed to 
introduce children to the idea that God | 
loves them, and it shows how He planned | 
for their happiness through the wonderful | 
gift of hands. Ideal for use in the home | 
or at school with nursery and kindergarten 
ages. 

$1.75 


Questions Children Ask 


Joun L. and ArLeENE G. Fairy. Help 
for parents and teachers baffled by ques- 
tions like, ““Who made God?” Discusses 
specific questions and the problem of 
answering questions generally. 


$2.00 | 


Angels in Pinafores 


Auice Lee Humpureys. The author 
of Heaven in My Hand tells more charm- 
ing stories of her willful, winsome, first- 
graders, 


$2.25 


Order from: 


PRESBYTERIAN Book STORES 
Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
118 West Fifth St. 
Charlotte, N. C. (no mail orders) 


Published by 
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$7,500 


per person 


No Physical Examination 
required during the month 


in Medical Benefits 


of January. 


For Pastor 
Pays 75% of Covered 


| and Fulltime 
Medical Expenses in ex- 


Lay Employees 
cess of annual deductible 


amount of $50. 


One doesn’t have to be 
hospitalized or totally dis- 


bled. 
ablec Maternity Expense: De- 


pendent wives, Maximum 


benefits $150, No Deduc- 


tible clause. 


Covers Physician, Anes- 
thetist, Diagnostic X-Ray, 
Private Nursing, Drugs, 
Medicines, other Medical 
Expenses incurred outside 


Generous Life 


of the hospital. Insurance Program. 


H ARMSTRONG ROBERTS 


When making your Local Church Budget, put the Presbyterian Life 
and Major Medical Program in effect for Pastor and Lay Employees. 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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THE CHURCH—LEARNING TOGETHER 


The Church is People! It is the young child to whom each 
day is a new adventure filled with new discoveries. It is the 
youth evaluating and revaluating what he is taught, making 
decisions as to what he believes. It is young parents seeking 
to lead their children to truth. It is adults striving to make 
their faith live in their lives. 

sut it is far more than individuals. It is people worshiping, 
witnessing, serving, learning together. It is a people who 
know that their worship, witness, service, and learning must 
all be bound together if they are to be truly the Church. 
And the teaching ministry is crucial to all other phases of 
its life. 


Your Board of Christian Education exists to help you in 
this ministry. It is charged by the Assembly with the devel- 
opment of program, curriculum, and materials in Christian 
teaching; the undergirding of higher education and our 
ministry to the campus communities; the activation of all 
men in the life of the Church; and the publication of books 
and materials to help the Church's witness, worship, service, 
and teaching. The effectiveness of the Church’s ministry in 
these areas is dependent on the amount of our support. 
The Rally Day offering is your personal opportunity to 
show your concern for the lives you teach. Through it you 
aid the total teaching ministry of the Church. 


Rally Day SEPTEMBER 28, 1958 
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